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heavens and the earth when they were CREATED,
in the day that the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens." Now, when the divinely-
inspired historian wrote this wonderful history,
he wrote that he might be understood; but the
Hebrew people, for whom he immediately wrote,
well knew that the word day, inclusive of night,
meant a period of twenty-four hours. God called
the light day, and they had no other term of lan-
guage by which to designate a solar day, and
everywhere in their scriptures it is so used and
must be so understood, unless otherwise indi-
cated. To suppose then that Moses used this
term with any other sense than that which he
knew they naturally and necessarily must put
upon it, to imagine that he employed it in a
figurative sense, when he knew they must under-
stand it in a literal sense, in a simple narrative of
plain facts, where no figure of speech is found,
is to accuse him of unfaithfulness as a historian
and of duplicity as a man; when, upon every con-
sideration, there could have been no motive for
either. No one can help seeing this, and no one
can avoid the conclusion that, if Moses so wrote,
then there is, by the inspiration of God associated
with the dishonesty of his instrument, rottenness
in the very foundation of revealed truth, and rot-
tenness pervading the whole structure as well.
Infidels are not slow nor slack in perceiving and
using the advantage given them in this particular.
By the history it is plain that creation began with
the first creative act during the evening or first
half of the first day; then the primeval darkness